10/1372003 15:46 FAX 2155684992 



V0LPE-K0ENIQ 



Si 016/033 



Applicant: Robert A. Vito 
Application No.: 09/808,882 

REMARKS 

This amendment has been resubmitted to present the above amendment to 
the claims with underline and brackets identifying differences between the current 
claims and those in U.S. Patent 5,881,587. Applicant thanks Examiner Barrett for 
providing a one month time period to resubmit this amendment. For the 
Examiner's convenience, a set of claims marked up relative to the lust amendment 
is attached at the end of the Remarks. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-35 are currently pending in this application. By the 
foregoing Amendment claims 1, 3, 4, 9, 13-15, 24 F 29, and 32-35 have been amended 
and claim 5 has been cancelled. No new matter is added to the application by this 
Amendment, 

ALLOWED CLAIMS 

The Examiner has allowed claims 6-8. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS 35 ILS.C. § 112 
Claims l-f> and 9-35 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first 
paragraph, for reciting a control pedal instead of a brake or clutch pedal. Applicant 
respectfully submits that the rejection of claim 5 is moot due to cancellation of claim 
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5. Claims 1-4 and 9-35 have been amended as appropriate to recite a brake or 
clutch pedal instead of a control pedal. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw 

the Section 112 rejection. 
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DRAWING SUBMISSION 

The Examiner has required the submission of new formal drawings. 
Accordingly, Applicant submits herewith new formal drawings for this application. 
Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner approve the formal drawings and 
reconsider and withdraw the drawing submission requirement. 

INVITATION 

If the Examiner believes that any additional matters need to be addressed in 
order to place with application in condition for allowance, the Examiner is 
respectfully invited to contact the undersigned, by telephone, at the Examiner's 
convenience. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing Amendment and Remarks, Applicant respectfully 
submits that the present application, including claims 1-4 and 6-35, is in condition 
for allowance and notice to that effect is respectfully solicited. 



Volpe and Koenig, P.C. 
United Plaza, Svite 1600 
30 South 17th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

RGZ/djw 
Enclosures 



Respectfully submitted, 
Robert A^ito 




fgistr&tion 
(215) 568-6400 



G^^a-Zan»r 
ition No. 4^,117 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

OCT 1 4 2003 



OFFICIAL 
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Copy oF Claims Marked up Relative to the Last Amendment 
Please amend claims 1 F 3, 4, 9, 13-15, 24, 29, and 32-35, without prejudice 
or disclaimer, and cancel claim 5, without disclaimer. A complete list of the claims 
of this application follows. 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a^ e e a t rol pedal and 
e &ntrol pedal shaft a brake or clutch pedal and a brake or clutc h pedal shaft of a 
vehicle, said device comprising: 

a base member for a placement on the a floorboard of the vehicle beneath a 
the control pedal and control pedal shaft brake or clutch peda l and the brake or 
clutch pedal shaft : 

a U-shaped housing extending downward and having a first arm attached to 
said base and having a second shorter arm defining a gap for receipt of the control 
brake or clutch pedal shaft, said gap between said first and second arms defining a 
slot for receiving the control brake or clutch pedal shaft and permitting full 
extension of the fr r flks ^hiteh nada! shaft upward through said slot; and 

a locking mechanism associated with said first arm for locking an underside 
of the brake or clutch pedal shaft within said slot such that the oont-yei- brake or 
clutch pedal shaft cannot be depressed. 

-20- 



Received from < 2155684992 > at 10/13/03 3:41:34 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



•10/13/2003 15:47 FAX 2155684992 



V0LPE-K0ENIQ 



©021/033 



Applicant: Rob rtA.Vito 
Application No.: 09/808,882 

Claim 2 (Original): The device of claim 1 wherein said locking mechanism is 
activated by a key. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The device of claim 1 wherein said brake or 
clutch pedal is a brake pedal. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): The device of claim 1 wherein said c ontrol 
brake or clutch pedal is a brakes clutch pedal. 

Claim 5 (Cancelled). 

Claim 6 (Previously Amended): A device for locking a brake or clutch pedal 
and a brake or clutch pedal shaft of a vehicle, said device comprising: 

a base member for a placement on a floorboard of the vehicle beneath a- the 
brake or clutch pedal and the brake or clutch pedal shaft; 

a metallic U-shaped housing extending downward and having a first arm 
attached to said base and having a second shorter arm defining an opening for 
receiving the brake or clutch pedal shaft, said opening between said first and second 
arms defining a slot for receiving the brake or clutch pedal shaft and permitting full 
extension of the- brake or clutch pedal shaft both upward and downward through 
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said slot, 9aid first arm having a cylindrical opening therethrough; 

a rod extending through said cylindrical opening and being slidahle therein, 
said rod having a pin which catches an underside of the brake or clutch pedal shaft 
within said slot and pulls the brake or clutch pedal shaft upward in a decompressed 
position; and 

a locking mechanism for locking said rod and pin with respect to said housing 
such that the brake or clutch pedal cannot be depressed. 

Claim 7 (Original): The device of claim 6 wherein said locking mechanism is 
activated by a koy. 

Claim 8 (Original): The device of claim 7 wherein said locking mechanism is 
activated by a combination. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a eeataFel — podnl and 
oontrol podal ohaft brake or clutch pedal and a brake or clutch pedal shaft of a ^ 
vehicle, said device comprising: 

a base member having studs for a placement on a floorboard of the 
vehicle beneath the eoatgel brake or clutch pedal and ee»teolr brake, oy clutch pedal 
shaft; 
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a U-shaped housing extending downward and having a first arm attached to 
eaid base and having a second shorter arm defining an opening for receiving the 
c ontrol brake or clutch pedal shaft, said opening between said first and second arms 
defining a slot for receiving the eenfegel- brake or clutch pedal shaft and permitting 
full extension of the eeatgol brake or clutch pedal shaft both upward and downward 
through said slot , said first arm having a cylindrical opening extending 
therethrough; 

a serrated rod extending through said cylindrical opening and being slidable 
therein, said rod having a pin at a first end for catching an underside of the control 
brake or clutch pedal shaft within said slot and a handle at a second end for pulling 
the control brake or clutch pedal shaft upward in a decompressed position; and 

a locking mechanism adapted to lock said serrated rod and pin with respect 
to said housing such that the eeateel brake or clutch pedal cannot be depressed. 

Claim 10 (Previously Amended): The device of claim 9 further comprising 
extension meanw for facilitating the compression of said device by the foot of an 
operator against the floorboard of the vehicle. 

Claim 11 (Previously Amended): The device of claim 9 further comprising 
studs for securing said base against the floorboard of the vehicle. 
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Claim 12 (Original): The device of claim 9 wherein said base is triangular in 

shape. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a eegteet brake or clutch 
pedal and contro l brake or clutch pedal shaft of a vehicle, said device comprising: 

a base member for a placement on the a floorboard of » the vehicle beneath a 
the control brakfr or clutch pedal and control the brake or clutch pedal shaft; 

a U-shaped housing extending downward and having a first arm attached to 
said base and having a second shorter arm defining an opening for receiving the 
control brake or clutch pedal shaft, said opening between said first and second arms 
defining a slot for receiving the control brake or clutch pedal shaft and permitting 
full extension of the eeRtgal brake or clutch pedal shaft both upward and downward 
through said slot, said first arm having a cylindrical opening extending 
therethrough, said base and said second shorter arm further having matable 
beveled surfaces to facilitate easier positioning of the oontro t brake or plutch pedal 
in said opening; 

a serrated rod extending through said cylindrical opening and being slidable 
therein, said rod having a pin at a first end for catching an underside of the control 
brake or clutch pedal shaft-within said slot and a handle at a second end for pulling 
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the control brake or clutch pedal shaft upward in a decompressed position; and 

a key activated locking mechanism adapted to lock said serrated rod and pin 
with respect to aaid housing such that the that the control brake or clutch pedal 
cannot be depressed. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a contro l brake or clutch 
pedal of a vehicle, the brake or clutch pedal being supported by & pedal shaft, the 
device comprising 

a base, including a first elongated member and a second elongated member, 
the second elongated member being secured to and extending outwardly from a 
lateral side of the first elongated member at a predetermined angle, the base being 
adapted for placement on a floor of the vehicle beneath the brjtke or clutch pedal 
and the pedal shaft, 

a housing extending from one of the first and second elongated members; 

a rod slid ably disposed on said housing, said rod having a first end which 
engages the underside of said control brake or clutch pedal shaft and a second end 
for pulling the rod and the pedal shaft upward in a decompressed position; and 

a locking mechanism positioned on the housing which locks the rod with 
respect to the housing to retain the pedal shaft in the decompressed position such 
that the pedal cannot be operably depressed. 
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Claim 15 (Currently Amended); The device as recited in claim 14 wherein the 
predetermined angle is Tnnetv (90° ) degrees. 

Claim 16 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 14 wherein the 
second member is secured to the lateral side of the first member, approximately 
midway along the length of the first member. 

Claim 17 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 14 wherein the 
second leg is secured to the first elongated member at a location such that the slot is 
aligned with the second elongated member. 

Claim 18 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 14 wherein the 
first elongated member includes an upper surface to which the second leg is secured 
and an opposite lower surface, the lower surface including at least one outwardly 
extending member to facilitate retention of the base on the vehicle floor. 

Claim 19 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 18 wherein the 
outwardly extending member comprises a cleat. 
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Claim 20 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 18 wherein the 
outwardly extending member comprises a stud. 

Claim 21 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 18 wherein the 
first elongated member includes a first cleat on the lower surface proximate to a 
first end thereof and second cleat on the lower surface proximate to a second end 
thereof. 

Claim 22 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 21 wherein the 
second elongated member includes an upper surface and a lower surface, the lower 
surface of the second elongated member including a stud thereon. 

Claim 23 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 22 wherein the 
stud is located o;a the lower surface of the second elongated member proximate to a 
distal end thereof. 

Claim 24 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a control brake or cMch, 
pedal of a vehicle, the hr a ke or clutch pedal being supported by a pedal shaft, the 
device comprising: 

a base for placement on the floor of a vehicle beneath the brake or clutch 
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pedal and the pedal shaft, the base having a lower surface for engaging the vehicle 
floor, the lower surface including at least one outwardly extending member to 
facilitate retention of the base on the vehicle floor; 
a housing extending from the base; 

a rod slidably disposed on said housing, said rod having a first end which 
engages the underside of said eentrel brake or clutch pedal shaft and a second end 
for pulling the red and the pedal shaft upward in a decompressed position; and 

a locking mechanism positioned on the housing which locks the rod with 
respect to the housing to retain the pedal shaft in the decompressed position such 
that the pedal cannot be operable operablv depressed. 

Claim 25 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 24 wherein the 
outwardly extending member comprises a cleat. 

Claim 26 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 24 wherein the 
outwardly extending member comprises a stud. 

Claim 27 {Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 24 wherein the 
base includes fir3t and second ends and first and second lateral sides, the lower 
surfac of the base including a first cleat proximate to the first lateral side near the 
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first end, a second cleat proximate to the first lateral side near a second end and a 
stud proximate to the second lateral side. 

Claim 28 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 27 wherein the 
stud is located midway between the first and second ends of the base. 

Claim 29 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a eentseJ: bzake-SI 
clutch pedal of a vehicle the brake or clutch pedal being, supported by a 
pedal shaft, the device comprising 

a base for placement on a floor of the vehicle beneath the brake or clutch 

pedal and the 
pedal shaft; 

a housing extending from the base and including a member for enabling a 
user to press the device toward the vehicle floor to facilitate installation of the 
device; and 

a rod slidably disposed on said housing, said rod having a first end which 
engages the underside of said control frrake or clutch pedal shaft and a second end 
for pulling the rod and the pedal shaft upward in a decompressed position, and 

a locking mechanism positioned on the housing which locks the rod with 
respect to the housing to retain the pedal shaft in the decompressed position such 
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that the frrfllca n v clutch pedal cannot be operably depressed. 

Claim 30 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 29 wherein the 
member for enabling a user to press the device toward the vehicle floor comprises a 
portion of a cross member which extends generally perpendicularly from the 
housing. 

Claim 31 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 29 wherein the 
member for enabling a user to press the device toward the vehicle floor is of a size 
suitable for receiving the foot of a user to facilitate pressing the device toward the 
vehicle floor for engagement of the locking mechanism. 

Claim 32 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a control brake 
or clutch pedal of a vehicle the brake or clutch pedal being supported by a 
pedal shaft, the device comprising: 

a base for placement on a floor of the vehicle beneath the brake or clutch 
pedal and the pedal shaft; 

a housing extending from the base; 

a rod slidably disposed on said housing, said rod having a first end which 
engages the underside of said contro l pedal shaft and a second end for pulling the 
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rod and the pedal shaft upward in a decompressed position, and 

a locking mechanism positioned on the housing which locks the rod with 
respect to the housing to retain the pedal shaft in the decompressed position such 
that the pedal cannot be operably depressed. 

Claim 33 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a eeateet brake or 
clutch pedal of a vehicle, the pedal being supported by a pedal shaft, the 
device comprising: 

a base for placement on a floor of the vehicle beneath the brake Qr c^ch 
pedal and the pedal shaft; 

a housing extending from the base; and 

a locking mechanism comprising a rod having a locking pin on one end, 
the rod being slidably disposed in an opening in the housing between a first position 
wherein the brake or clutch pedal may be depressed and a second, locked position 
wherein the locking pin is in engagement with a lower side of the pedal shaft for 
locking the pedal shaft with respect to the housing such that the brake Q*T c^tch 
pedal cannot be operably depressed, the rod having a handle on the other end, the 
handle having a dimension which is greater than a dimension of the opening in the 
housing to limit movement of the rod with respect to the housing when the rod is 
moved to the first position, 
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Claim 34 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a eeateel- brake or cl^tcfc 
pedal of a vehicle, the brake or clutch pedal being supported by a pedal shaft, the 
device comprising 

a base for placement on a floor of the vehicle beneath the brake or clutch 
pedal and the pedal shaft; 

a housing extending from the base; 

a rod slid&bly disposed on said housing and including a serrated portion, said 
rod having a first end which engages the underside of said eesteel pedal shaft and a 
second end for pulling the rod and the pedal shaft upward in a decompressed 
position; and 

a locking mechanism positioned on the housing which locks the rod with 
respect to the housing to retain the pedal shaft in the decompressed position such 
that the pedal ctinnot be operably depressed, the locking mechanism including a 
lock located on the housing and being in engagement with the serrated portion of 
the rod for locking the rod in at least the second position. 

Claim 35 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a eeatwUgato W 
clutch pedal of a vehicle, the brake or clutch pedal being supported by a pedal shaft, 
the device comprising: 
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a base for placement on a floor of the vehicle beneath the brake or clutch 
pedal and the pedal shaft; 

a housing extending from the base; and 

a rod slidsbly disposed on said housing, said rod having a first end 
which engages the underside of said control pedal shaft and a second end for pulling 
the rod and the pedal shaft upward in a decompressed position; and 

a locking mechanism positioned on the housing which locks the rod with 
respect to the housing to retain the pedal shaft in the decompressed position such 
that the brake or clutch pedal cannot be operably depressed, one of said housing 
and rod defining two generally parallel members positioned on opposite sides of the 
pedal shaft when the first end of the rod engages the underside of the pedal shaft. 
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